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This book provides a balanced and rigorous account of the current functioning and performance of

the welfare state in Europe. Its main feature is a basic trust in the various missions of the welfare

state, particularly poverty alleviation. Accordingly, in an attempt at comparing different welfare states

across the European Union, it uses the methodology of public economics to deal with the trade-off

between equity and efficiency. It also offers some thoughts regarding the prospects for success of

the welfare state.
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The Welfare State in the European Union, covers much ground, both empirical and discursive, and

will certainly provide a useful companion to those wanting to understand the workings of welfare

states today and in the future. * Social Policy, Volume 36/4 *

Since receiving his B.A. and M.A. degrees in economics from the University of Louvain and then his

Ph.D. from Yale, Pierre Pestieau has had over thirty years of experience teaching and conducting

research in public economics and population economics. Besides being Professor of Economics at

the University of Liege, he is a member of C.O.R.E., associate member of P.S.E., C.E.P.R. Fellow

and C.E.S.Ifo Fellow. He is currently coeditor of the Journal of Public Economics and associate

editor of Economica, Finanzarchiv and the Journal of Public Economic Theory.
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